April 12 2007

Mr, Don Taylos W Prosidant
2416 West Highway 350
Fanama City. Florida

Dear Don Taylar

Congratulation an youdr alection as new president of The Southem Watarcolar Society, You have
g lot of courage taking on such a big job, I'm really impressed, watching tha progress of the SW
down through the years and quite frankly i has accomplished much moars than | had anticipated
on the front end in such a short time. Lots of good peccle there. The naw shiow and catslon are
beth absolutely boautiful. Tha work in the catalogue is fantastic — | was more impressed with it
than the last soveral AWS and NWS catalogues, OFf course, | also happened to sse your
exciting "Angles and Archeas™ ard it's play with light ... and, the big chack mark grabs a viewer,

| can not believe it has been aver thirty years already since that first day in Memphis, Quita a
few years ago | sent information as to how the SW came about prior to that first gathering. I'm not
sure that 1 reached the perscns responsible for the SW history so | thought that | would senc
thiz just in casc it got lost or was not passad along in all the information that has been passed 1o
you, Abthe ime we had a professional watercelor group limited 1o 12 to 15 mar bers, We called
ourgelves Tho Mamphis Walgreolor Group. Some time in the 1980z | had saen and read about
group of thiz sort in New England comprised of the same numbars of painlers, | knew most of the
paintars in Memphis and some others in the Tennceses Watercolor Society. During one of cur
WG meetings | presented the idea of starting a “SWS" and mosl everyone agreed to elp. | had
been the co-founder (1970 — 1871) and first president of the TWS and felt this would give me a
bit f influcnee in galling it stated when contacting scutharn watercalor painters in forming =
Scuthem Watarcolor Socety, | had been working to bocomea a mamber of the AWS and had all
the catalogues for many years. | had gotten & mailer printed and senl a copy to every painter in
the AWS catalog living in the southern states. It announced that maeting to b2 held in Memphis.

Coincidentally, | biad just ceme seross the included announcament several weaks ago. pricr o
receiving the catalog of your recent show. This is the only ane remaining and & miracle that it
oxists at all after a small studic fire in 2004 that took me a year to remodel and save most of the
pairtings and paper items. | remermber now that this notice was sopping wet and came cut of a
pile ol wet drg-wall. This naotice did the rick though for enough people responded to gat tha SW
stanad. | had every intention of naving to spearhead tha first year but circumstances intervened.

My wifa Peggy “Pateh™ Williamson and | had vigited kin in Arizana a few times previous to this
gnd we declded o retire here, We had a gallery in Mps. an golng al the lime for five yvesrs, We
hiad a small busingss losn and at about the time that the above 2W anrouncements were sent
out the bank callad Inall it's small zusiness leans. This was unsetlling, o say the leasi,
especially aftar a couple of weeks later we get an advertisament from hem wenfing cur business
by taking out & laan. {hat did it! We closed the gallery and sold tha house and deciding to move
the Goldan Flesce Art Gallery (ooon for a total of 17 years) to AZ sarlier than planed.

John Wilkinson, Georg Shock (an excellent frend 1o loze), Mervin Yates. Dave Pattersor, Connie
Hendrix, Paul Brown, Den Carmichal, Madode Schwartz and the other group painters had backed
me up and | had to presvail upon them to keap the idea of & SW alive. And that they 2id! Poqg and

| atterded that first meeting at the motel and sal in the back and those good friends tock over and

organized the room full of attendecs inte the SW. As | recall, we took off for AZ in a couple of days
forwe had 1o get oul of the sold house.,

Again, good luck with the Sy,
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